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The northern portion of the Yenessei basin looks towards
the Arctic and the northern sea-route, along which the
resources of the land are exported. It should be noticed,
however, that Krasnoyarsk is the administrative centre for
the whole of the Yenessei basin, and that coal from the Tungus
basin and nickel from Norilsk is sent south to the Trans-
Siberian Railway, as well as north, to the Arctic.
" The native Evenki who inhabit the northern forests live
mainly by deer-breeding, fishing, and hunting.
Groups of reindeer-breeders or hunters now work together
in 'collectives,5 or artels. A great deal has been done to
survey the grazing-grounds of the deer, and to allocate
pasturage to the various collectives in such a way as to provide
the greatest amount of fodder with the minimum travel. The
storing of winter fodder is also practised (see p. 194). The
advantages of working in such artels and adopting a more
settled way of life are becoming increasingly obvious, and
the wooden house is beginning to replace the tent and primi-
tive hut.
There are still numbers of native people, however, who
live in tents during the summer and in huts, constructed half
below the ground level, in winter. The tents are made by
stretching reindeer-skins over a framework of poles, and each
tent holds a family of about seven people. During the winter
fur blankets are used, and caps and boots are also made from
fur. Reindeer-skin blouses are worn, together with trousers
of the same material, tied above the ankles and below the
knees. Sledges are made entirely from wood, without the
use of a single nail.
Two of the most valuable animals which are hunted are
the marten and the sable, and the importance of the fur
trade is clearly shown by the annual output of 25,000 pelts
and skins from the Taimyr Peninsula alone. The hunters take
the skins to the fur-trading stations which have been estab-
lished along most of the valleys. At the larger stations there
are co-operative stores, and medical points. The breeding of
reindeer is now being carried on in a more organized and
scientific manner by the introduction of state reindeer farms